THE  MEANS  OF  LIFE

Envelopes being unknown, letters were elabor-
ately folded, sealed and addressed on the outside,
as

"To my honourable Friend
Sir Jeffrey Shakerley
at his house Hulme
Stone bag/'

Sometimes, especially in the case of Government
dispatches, they were further superscribed with
directions to local postmasters and postboys
"Haste, haste, haste/' there was scrawled across
one letter which aroused much excitement as it
travelled down the Great North Road, "for his
Majesty's most important service. Ride for
your life/'

The chief drawback of the postal service was
its cost. An unsuccessful scheme of 1659, anc^
a successful one of 1680, attempted to overcome
this by the establishment of a penny post in the
capital. That of 1680, which gave immortality
to a not too reputable speculator named Dockwra,
first introduced the principle of dated postmarks,
which are to be found on London letters after
that year. As, however, it infringed the Govern-
ment's monopoly, the scheme was taken over by
the State, which incorporated most of its other